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ABOUT THE ARTIST 


Frank Frazetta, born on the 9th day of 
February, 1928 in Brooklyn, New York, 
discovered the wonders of drawing before he 
was three, when he sold his first crayon 
drawing to Grandma — for the tidy sum of 
one penny. It was through her interest and 
encouragement, that he continued his 
drawings through those early years. When he 
hit kindergarten, his teachers were astounded 
that here was a child only 51/2 drawing better 
than ten-year-olds. Throughout Elementary 
School, Frazetta created comic books with the 
main character a snowman and an array of 
assorted characters. 

(Continued on page 6) 


@ single teacher, i i ist — 
Michael Falanga. To this day, Frank can 
remember the look of skepticism as he was 
signed in. You could easily imagine the 
Professor thinking “Oh no! Not another chi 
Prodigy!” Neverthéless, he sat him down 
Pencil and paper and asked him to copy a 
picture of a group of ducks. About 30 
minutes later, he returned to check on his 
Progress, took one look at the drawing, 
grabbed it and leq 


Through his teens, he continued drawing and 
painting, however he began to slack off due 

to his discovery of girls and baseball. He was 
even offered a contract from The New York 

Giants, so art played second fiddle for a few 

years...and still does to a certain degree. 
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The neighborhood where he lived grew 
progressively worse. The Sheepshead Bay 
area of Brooklyn was not the place to admit 
you were an artist. Gang wars and violence 
were common everyday occurrences and 
Frank found himself an active participant but 
never a member of any gang. Fights were an 
everyday occurence. Frank more than held 
his own against any and all challengers. He 
soon gained a reputation of one to be 
reckoned with. Perhaps this is where he 
learned to express the feeling of power and 
violence found in a lot of his paintings. 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Deze IN THE MIST AND FOG 
OF AFRICA /§ A LOST LAND A 
LAND REPORTED BY AV/ATORS: 
—BUT A COUNTRY UNTOUCHED 
BY CIVILIZATION, WHERE 
STRENGTH /S KING, AND THE 


WEAK DIE OR ARE CONQUERED! 
STRANGE TALES HAVE SEEN 
TOLD OF MASTODONIC MONSTERS 
THAT ROAM THIS MISTY WORLD, 
STORIES OF ARMORED GIANTS 


THAT BATTLE 70 THE DEATH 
WN SWAMPY WATERS AND 


WHO ROCK THE EARTH /TSELF 


WITH THE FURY OF THEIR 
COMBAT! YET NO TALE /5 


50 STRANGE AS THAT WHICH 
CONCERNS HIM WHO STROKED 
THE ANCIENT DRUM OF KALLA 


THE CRUEL, WHO ROSE BY 
WIT AND MUSCLE TO THE 


ALTAR OF HARNN, THE MAN 


OF THE OUTER WORLD WHO 
BECAME — 


“KING 
OF THE 


M5 TALE BEGAN 
SOME YEARS AGO, WHEN 
THE SANOS OF THE 
SAHARA RAN RED WITH 
THE BLOOD OF ROMMEL'S 
AFRIKA KORPS, WHEN 
ALLIED AIRPLANES ROARED 
OVER THE GORILLA- 
INFESTED JUNGLES, 
CARRYING FOOD AND 
SUPPLIES TO EISEN~ 
HOWER AND MONTGOMERY 


| LOST LANDS” |— 


WISTING AND TURNING HELPLESSLY, THE S16 SHE 
HURTLES. EARTHWARO, TOWARD THE UNKNOWN... 
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Spec layout done in his early 20’s 


assed, the Professor became so 


¢d with Frank's ability that he vowed 


}of Frank attending Art School died 
Mr. Falanga’s school disbanded 
‘thereafter. 


jhile, in Elementary School, he was 
ded the Art Medal and on Graduation 
e Principal gave such a flattering 
h that it made Frank’s parents beam 


ide. 
(Continued on page 8) 


[-cHE RicuT] [FEEL LiKe WiTH_A/M 
AND TOO. | |THE MAN SEH/ND \PITCHIN 
NOW WATCH.| |THE MAN-BEHIND-)WE CAN 


WAYS, YOU By iS READY? 
OT ANY OTHER =) 
ATOMIC PITCHING Ay > 
SIMMICK = ay 


TWO PITCHIN’ 


WHAT | WANT 
TO KNOW 1S, 


FIRST-STRING 

wast GOT YO! 5 

J tkizonn, NOW L)| |CATCHER... DALE 

VLL GET YoU A - 
Cl HOWDY, MR: 

CATCHER. IF ‘SAMPSON, 
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ONLY HAVE SEVEW WEAKLY STAGGERING 
SHre IN THIS THROUGH THE SWAMP 
TO MAKE EACH IT'S DEAD Palette LAD oO Dey 

ONE COUNT! —WHATEVER 
I-I CAN'T SEEM 


TO THINK,..TO REMEM- 


ALMOST LIKE A BABY... 

AND YET...I KNOW 

THIS UNIFORM... AND I 
HAVE A GUN... 


LOOMING UP FROM THE JUNGLE GROWTHS, HAIR 
MATTED CAVEMEN OF THE ALE/STOCENE ERA BLOCK 
THE AVIATOR'S FATA! 


STAND ON CEREMONY HERE. 
THEY SEE YOU AND— WAAM/ 
— CHARGE IN TO 
KILL you! 


WHAT iV 
THE 
WOKLD— ? 


FISTS THUDOING HOME LIKE PISTONS, THE FALLEN 
AVATOR FIGHTS BACK... BUT THE FORCE OF NUMBERS 
OVERWHELMS HIM! 


LIKE FIGHTING A 
PACK OF GORILLAS! 
TOO STRONG FOR ME! 
GOING DOWN... 
BLACKING OUT... 
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STAND UP TO THE 
TERRORS OF THIS 


STRANGE WORLD... J 


OfF-O%! THREE ~ 
OF THEM! GUESS T 
COUNTED MY CHICKENS 
BEFORE THEY'D HATCHED! 
BUT I'VE A LITTLE suR- 
PRISE OF MY OWN FOR 
YOU GENTLEMEN... 


IT'S YOU OR ME— 
ANO TI LIKE LIFE A 
LITTLE TOO MUCH TO 


*ADE-OUT Ww! WHEN THEY FINE 
sae eh . YOU THREE... IF 


THEY EVER 00,, 
MAYBE THEY'LL 
THINK TWICE 

ABOUT COMING 


Some MILES AWAY, A FILE OF TALL, CLEAR-EVED MEN MO 
FASILY ALONG A TWISTED PATH LEADING DOWNWARD 
‘NTO THE MISTY VALLEY... 


THE CAVE 
PEOPLE ARE AS 
NUMEROUS AS GNATS 
ON THE HIDE OF a 
SABRETOOTH TIGER. 
IF THERE WERE 


LESS THAN HALF A MILE AWAY IN THE HIGH RIDGES 
OF THE VALLEY TWO SCORE CAVEMEN FALL OVA 
L/TTLE PARTY OF THE VALLEY PEOPLE... 


SAVE THE 
WOMAN 


THE HAIRLESS 
ONES! KILL / 
KILL THEM ALL! 


RELEASE THE GIRL! svS74 wawa7, 
DO AS I SAY, PEOPLE OF THE CLIFF: 
—OR I WILL KILL WiTH 


THE 
SHARP STICKS! - 

SHE WILL 

BE MINE / 


HE SLEW THEM— SHE'S SCARED TO 
FROM A DISTANCE DEATH! CAN'T BLAME 
—JUST WITH HER VERY MUCH. 
TINY STKEKS/ A_WILD LAND LIKE 

THIS IS NO 
PLACE FORA 
GiRL/ 


tain ou YOUR KIND MANHANDLED ME 
HAVE PLENTY A WHEN I FIRST LANDED HERE. 
OF ARROWS NOW IT'S A1Y TURN TO SHOW 
, 
FOR ALL OF / YOU AAY MUSCLES! -— 
Us = 
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GO BACK AND TELL 
YOUR KIND THAT T/LL 
BE HERE— WAITING 
) FOR THEM... 
} ANY_TIME THEY 
| WANT TO TASTE 
THE BITE OF 


THE SHARP 
STICKS! 
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EASY, PRINCESS! DON'T 
GO OFF YOUR TROLLEY! 
I DON'T WANT TO 
HURT YOU... 


STAND HIS 
WORDS! 


TLL LEAD THEM IF ONE OF THOSE 
INTO THE HILLS, | CLUBS HIT HIM~ THE 
AWAY FROM THE / CLIFF PEOPLE WILL 

VALLEY MEN! A TAKE ME TO THEIR 

CAVES! 


— 
MUSCLES COROING 1/5 GREAT 
ARMS, ROGER DRUM SLAMS THE OLD 
STONE HAMMER HARD AGAINST THE 
METAL ORUM! THE KEVERBERATIONS OF 
THE MIGHTY BLAST ROAR LIKE THUNDER, 
ACROSS THE HILLS AND VALLEYS OF —~ 
THE LOST LANDS! 


MAYBE YOU CAN 
UNDERSTAND THOSE CAVE- 
DER-} MEN, BABY! THEY AREN'T 
HEADING THIS WAY FOR 
FUN! 


THE DRUM OF DON'T KNOW_WHAT 
KALLA! THAT. YOU'RE SAYING, BABY, 
WHICH SUMMONS BUT I’M GOING TO 
UP THE ANCIENT } GIVE THAT THING 

GOD OF EVIL! A SANG —JUST 


lV TWISTING MOUNTAIN TRAILS, ACKOSS STRE: TCHES OF 


ANCIENT. VOLCANIC STOWE, 
OF THE CLIFF S...UNTIL HE BREAKS OUT INTO A CLEARING 


ROGER DRUM LEADS THE PEOP: 


WHERE AN ANCIENT DRUM GLEAMS BRIGHTLY... 
~ ' & 
aX 


of) 


TO SEE WHAT 
HAPPENS. 


AS THE ECHOES DIE OUT, CAVE PEOPLE AND PHA 
STARE AT SOMETHING LOOMING G/GANTIC ABOVE: 
ROGER DRUMS HEAD! THEIR SCREAMS DROWN 


OUT THE THUNDER OF THE CRASHING DRUM! 


VT OF WEIRD HISSING SWINGS 
COUND ! TOWERING HIGH ABOVE 
G FROM THE LABYRINTHINE 
& CAVE BEHIND THE DRUM. 


WITH THE SNAKES FANGS 
BEFORE H/S VERY EVES, A/S 
LAST BULLET REACHES /TS 
RESTING PLACE—AND WITHA 
FRIGHTFUL HIS, THE GIGANTIC 


SERPENT WRITHES IN DEATH... 


BEFORE THE FEAR-FROZEN CAVE PEOPLE CAN 
MOVE, , THE GIANT HEAD FLASHES DOWNWARI 


THUN'DA — 
LORD OF THE MAGIC 
DRUM! THUN'DA  — 
WHO KILLED THE SNAKE 
THAT SURROUNDS THE 
WORLD! THUN'DA 
- OF THE 
LOST LANDS / 


Fino 50, ROGER DRUM, WHO 15 HENCE- 
FORTH TO BE KNOWN AS THUN'DA, 
ICOMES AT LAST 70 PEACE AND FRIEND- 
SHIP_WITH THE QUEEN OF THE VALLEY 
PEOPLE...AND WITH THE PEOPLE 

OF THE CAVES...! 
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BEEN SECRETLY 
KEEPING 
COMPANY! 


1 DIDN'T 
MEAN TO 
=T YOU 
FIRED, BUT, 
1 STILL 
DON’T 
KNOW 
you. 


PERHAPS A WALK 
ON THE BEACH 


THAT, .OR AT. 


ALWAYS MY LIFE 
HAS BEEN ONE 


FOR HER! 
OF HEART BREAK.- 


AND, SO, AFTER 

SATURDAY MATINEE, 

YOUR ACT WILL_NO 
LONGER BE 


SO ACE McCoy HAS 
FINALLY SUPPLANTED 


HES FALLING 


THIS IS 
GONNA BE A 
SLAUGHTER, 


A. STUNTMAN, 
To GAIN HI 
INTEREST, 
KIRO, A 
SIDE~SHOW 
PERFORMER, 
PROVOKES 
A FIGHT 
WITH A 
FELLOW 
EMPLOYEE... 


A CARNIVAL AS 


GOOD HEAVEN 
Ae TRVING To PUSH HER INTO 
THE BEAR PIT! 


‘McNaught Syndicate, Ine. 


In 1954, Al Capp invited him to join the staff 
working on the Lil Abner Strip. Frank decided 
to try it for a year. He stayed for nine years. 
“Because of Capp’s strong style of drawing, I 
had all but lost all the things I had learned 
and developed on my own,” states Frank. cs f 
had to get away.” (Even after a year away 
from Capp, his own work looked awkward), 
He then went on to work on a series for 
Playboy Magazine titled “Lil Annie Fannie.” 
Frank met Eleanor Kelly in 1952. They were 
wed on November 17, 1956, ironically (Lil 
Abner’s) Sadie Hawkin’s Day. 

(Continued on page 41) 


until 1964 that Frank’s best friend 
nkel introduced him to paperback 
(for which many of us are familiar, See 
ion Page 43). He started with Ace 

lacks doing a series for Edgar Rice 

igh’s Novels. The public response was 
helming. Other paperback firms started 
ing. A back cover for Mad Magazine, a 
ture of Ringo Star (See Page 43) was 

id by United Artists Film Studios who 
Frazetta do the poster for What’s New 
cat? For it, Frank received $4,000.00, a 
le year’s pay earned in one afternoon! It 
lly started to pay off. 


n Frank began an inspired series of 

tings for Jim Warren’s Publishing 

impany, which provided total freedom for 
Ink the artist to utilize his talents to the 
lest. 


ist about that same time, Lancer Paperbacks 
re picking up on Robert E. Howard’s 

ponan series (See Illustration Page 96). They 
gaged Frank to do the covers. When they 

it the bookstands, they became one of the 
atest selling series in history, upwards of 

0 million copies. Many people bought the 
books just for the cover art, and couldn't care 
less for their contents. 


Because Frazetta’s covers did sell books, he 
became more selective about the material 
offered him. He retained ownership of all 
original art and permitted only first printing 
rights. This in itself started a whole new trend 
in the paperback industry. To this day 
Frazetta’s work is considered fine art. Fine 
Art is something that is total, “It has a 
beginning, a middle, and an end.” To prove 
his point, Frank will talk about design while 
pulling pictures from the wall and turning 
them upside-down, drawing the eye toward 
the center of interest, being pleased that it 
works from any angle. 


(Continued on page 60) 
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Early Fritz drawing from the 40’s 


EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS 


TUVALA Ob FLIRS 


Last comic done for 
EC left incomplete 
because of failure 

in line of books, 
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1972 — Frazetta children 
Left to Right: 


Things went well for the next several years. 
Frank and Ellie were quite comfortable in their 
Long Island home and were kept quite busy 
with their four children and a small Poster 
Business, but Frank longed for open space 
and the privacy he dearly cherishes. In 1971, 
they packed up the family and moved to the 
Pocono Mountains in East Stroudsburg, 
Pennsylvania on a very picturesque 67 acres. 
The house was not much to speak of, but 
with the aid of a mop and broom and the 
touch of ingenuity — “Presto,” an enchanting 
estate complete with indoor pool and 


manmade lake. 
(Continued on page 61) 


d in frolicking game of high jump. 
Holly, Billy, Frankie and Heidi 


engage 
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Preliminary sketches 
for John Carter series 


The year was 1976 when Frank’s famous 
painting of “The Death Dealer” graced the 
front cover of American Artist Magazine with 

a feature article of 10 pages, an issue that was 
completely sold out. His unique style created 
such an impact that his technique has been 
one of the most copied in the field of fantasy 
art today. And what does he think of artists 
who emulate his style? “An Artist is one who 
is creative, original, and paints from the heart 
with honesty and conviction.” 


Frazetta prides himself on his creativeness and 
totally original concepts. As he once stated, “I 
could do any thing I wanted as long as | did it 
well.” 


His first illustration for Playboy, aside from 
some character work on the early Annie 
Fanny Cartoons, appeared in September 
1978. Frank’s painting, “Against the Gods”, 
inspired an animated T.V. commercial for 
Jovan Products. 

(Continued on page 88) 
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Hollywood celebrities are not strangers to the 
“Frazetta Magic.” Clint Eastwood (who, by 
the way, some people say resembles Frank), 
visited Frank and commissioned him to do the 
poster art for his movie, “The Gauntlet.” 


Sylvester Stallone (Rocky), comes to spend 
the day as well as George Lucas (Star Wars). 
Lucas is a big Frazetta fan and collector, 
owing two Frazetta originals in his collection. 
And most recent, John and Bo Derek 
commissioned Frank to do their corporate 
logo, “Svengali.” 


Among the Hollywood names that have 
visited or contact Frank are the likes of 
Francis Ford Copolla, Marlon Brando, Sandra 
Loche, Dino De Laurentiis, Tom Laughlin, 
Patrick Duffy, Charleton Heston, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Orson Welles, Cher, Dick 
Clark, to name a few. In lieu of the many 
offers from Hollywood producers to become 
involved in filmmaking, Frank has finally 
consented to make the big move. 


The year has just turned to 1981 and at the 
closing of this article, Frank and family have 
moved to Los Angeles and Hollywood to co- 
produce with Ralph Bakshi, an animated film, 
one that is sure to succeed. 
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1979 — Frank and Heidi 


September 15, 1980 


Frank: 


Isn't dreaming a beautiful way to go! 


